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Itõs all about healthy child 

development



ÅHealthy child development requires:

V Safe, stable, permanent homes

ÅLack of permanency increases the risk of trauma 

ÅTrauma and ongoing instability can lead to:

V Unhealthy development

V Delinquent and criminal acts

Å1997 Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) 

V Set 12-month permanency timeline to ensure courts 

did not allow children to linger in foster care one day 

more than necessary

Healthy Child Development
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Å12-month timeline starts on date of childõs placement, 

which is earlier of:

V 60 days after date child placed in voluntary foster care

V First court-ordered placement with non-resident 

parent or in foster care

╖Includes order for immediate custody (ex parte 

emergency protective care)

Calculating the 12-Month Timeline

6



ÅWhat counts toward the 12 months:

V Days in home of non-resident parent or foster care

V Days in trial home visit

V Days in protective supervision with non-resident parent

V Days in court-ordered foster care or home of non-

resident parent in last 5 years if prior petition(s) 

╖Cumulative start counting where last day ended

Calculating the 12-Month Timeline
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Childõs Removal from Home
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ÅChild can be removed by:

V Law enforcement ð72 hour police hold

VCourt order based upon countyõs ex parte motion 

for immediate custody (emergency protective care)
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